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Evonetix named Best Synthetic Biology Company at OBN Awards 
Prestigious business award granted in recognition of novel gene synthesis technology 

CAMBRIDGE, UK, 12 October 2018 – EVONETIX LTD (‘Evonetix’), the Cambridge-based company 

pioneering an innovative approach to scalable and high-fidelity gene synthesis, has received the 

award for “Best Emerging Synthetic Biology Company” at the 10th Anniversary of the Oxford 

Bioscience Network (OBN) Awards, in recognition of the Company’s novel gene synthesis technology, 

and its potential to facilitate the rapidly growing field of synthetic biology. 

The OBN Awards, one of the UK life science industry’s most prestigious awards evenings, reported a 

record increase in entry numbers, with entries up an impressive 48% on last year’s total. Over 300 

delegates attended the event, which recognise and celebrate the most inspiring and innovative UK-

based companies across biotech, medtech, imaging, digital and synthetic biology. The Awards took 

place at the Oxford Examination Schools, an historical Grade II listed venue. 

By directing the synthesis of DNA at many sites in parallel, followed by an integrated error-detection 

process throughout assembly, Evonetix’s platform facilitates the synthesis of high-fidelity, long DNA 

molecules at scale, including challenging sequences with high GC-content or repeats. The Company’s 

approach to gene synthesis has the potential to enable many applications in the rapidly growing field 

of synthetic biology, from the development of novel pharmaceuticals, to industrial biotech, renewable 

fuels, agriculture and potentially digital data storage.  

Tim Brears, Evonetix CEO, said: “It is a huge honour for our de novo gene synthesis technology to 

be recognised for its potential impact on the exciting and fast-growing synthetic biology field. At 

Evonetix we are focused on further advancing our technology to address the need for scale and high 

fidelity, and this accolade is testament to the significant progress we have made.” 

For further information about Evonetix gene synthesis platform: https://www.evonetix.com/technology/  
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For further information, please contact: 

Tim Brears 
Evonetix Ltd 
Tel: 01223 930307 
E-mail: tim.brears@evonetix.com  
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Michelle Ricketts 
Zyme Communications 
Tel: +44 778 9053885 
E-mail: michelle.ricketts@zymecommunications.com  
 
To opt-out from receiving press releases from Zyme Communications please email 
info@zymecommunications.com. To view our privacy policy, please click here. 

Notes to Editors 

About Evonetix Ltd 

Evonetix is revolutionising gene synthesis with the aim of producing DNA at scale to enable many 
applications in the rapidly growing field of synthetic biology, across a wide range of industries, from 
pharmaceuticals to industrial biotech, specialty chemicals, renewables, bioremediation, agriculture and 
potentially also digital data storage.  

The Company’s platform is based upon a novel silicon array and unique synergistic thermal control 
chemistry, capable of synthesising oligonucleotides in parallel, at each of the 10,000 miniaturised 
reaction sites. The technology is compatible with both chemical and enzymatic gene synthesis and 
allows for exquisite control at each site of synthesis. It uses a process of error detection throughout 
assembly to yield high-fidelity long DNA molecules, including challenging sequences with high-GC 
content or repeats. Thus, Evonetix’s approach permits massive parallelism in de novo DNA synthesis 
and enables high-throughput on-chip assembly of high-fidelity gene-length DNA at scale.  

Evonetix is based in Cambridge, UK and was founded in 2015 by Cambridge Consultants Ltd and 
Providence Investment Company Limited. The Company raised £9 million in a series A financing, co-
led by DCVC and Draper Esprit, and has been awarded Innovate UK co-funding for a £1.3 million 
gene synthesis project. 

For further information see www.evonetix.com  
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